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Adler Introduced Legislation to Help Clean Barnegat Bay   

Washington, DC – Congressman John Adler, who last month introduced legislation aimed at
cleaning up Barnegat Bay , submitted remarks to the joint-legislative hearing on the future of
the Barnegat Bay. The New Jersey Assembly Environment and Solid Waste Committee and the
Senate Environment and Energy Committee held the hearing to hear from Barnegat Bay-area
residents on ways to improve the health of the Estuary.  Last month, Congressman Adler 
applauded the Christie administration's decision
to make the future of Barnegat Bay a Department of Environmental Protection priority.

  

Full-text of the remarks, as prepared for delivery, can be found below:

  

Creating a clean and protected Barnegat Bay has been one of my top priorities in Congress.
Barnegat Bay provides more than $3.3 billion in economic benefits annually to New Jersey. 
The Bay is critical to boaters, swimmers, fishermen, hunters, tourists, nature enthusiasts,
tourism-based businesses and coastal communities. Because the Bay is such an important part
of our community, I've brought together stakeholders from a wide-variety of backgrounds to
work together to plan for the future health of Barnegat Bay.

  

I recently held a roundtable with businesses, recreational enthusiasts, environmentalists and
researchers interested in the Bay's health. The round table discovered that inefficient
stormwater basins and a lack of a database to monitor a basin's impact on bay water quality are
major obstacles to Barnegat Bay's health. Effective stormwater basins can help Barnegat Bay
with its major stormwater runoff problem.  Stormwater runoff contains pollutants from fertilizers,
pesticides, motor oil and other pollutants typically associated with residential and commercial
development.

  

Using these facts, I introduced legislation in Congress that would create a competitive grant
program for the 28 National Estuary programs to monitor, assess, research and restore
estuaries with inefficient stormwater basins. The legislation to bolster stormwater basin systems
will help treat stormwater runoff and ensure that much of it will not enter the Bay.

  

It's clear that our message of the importance of Barnegat Bay is resonating. In July of this year,
Commissioner Bob Martin of the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection unveiled
the NJ DEP's top priorities and among the agency's chief goals was a long-term plan to restore
and protect the ecological health of Barnegat Bay. I am so pleased at the bi-partisan
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cooperation between my office and groups on the state and local levels and I look forward to
continue bringing all the parties together to ensure that Barnegat Bay remains clean and
protected for generations to come.
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